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August 17, 2012 
 
 
Mr. Jim Walton, ACLS VIA EMAIL 
Agent For Rancho Las Lomas  landuseagent@yahoo.com 
150 Tinemaha Road, No. 107-F6 
Independence (Aberdeen), California 93562-1755 

Subject: Cultural Resources for Rancho Las Lomas, Orange County, California 

Dear Mr. Walton: 

This Letter Report describes the cultural resources study undertaken for proposed project 
activities at the 21.4-acre Rancho Las Lomas Project site in Orange County, California. The 
proposed project would facilitate the completion of a gazebo structure and would allow three 
free-span bridges to be installed on the site. The project site is located at 19191 Lawrence 
Canyon in Silverado, adjacent the western side of Santiago Road and immediately north of the 
intersection of El Toro Road, Live Oak Canyon Road and Santiago Canyon Road, in 
unincorporated Orange County. The location is shown on the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 
Santiago Peak, California 7.5-Minute Quadrangle (Exhibit 1). 

This cultural resources study consists of (1) a records search undertaken at the California 
Historical Resources Inventory System’s (CHRIS) South Central Coastal Information Center 
(SCCIC) at California State University, Fullerton; (2) initiation of Native American scoping 
through consultation with the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC); (3) a 
paleontological records search at the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County (LACM); 
(4) a pedestrian field reconnaissance survey; and (5) this Letter Report, which includes an 
assessment of the project’s potential to adversely impact cultural resources and 
recommendations for mitigating any adverse impacts to a less than significant level. 

BonTerra Consulting Director of Cultural Resources, Patrick Maxon, conducted the cultural 
resources records search, Native American scoping, and field survey; Dr. Sam McLeod of the 
LACM conducted the paleontological records search; Mr. Maxon and BonTerra Consulting 
Senior Archaeologist Joan Brown authored this Letter Report. 

CULTURAL RESOURCES RECORDS SEARCH 

Archaeological Inventory 

An archaeological/historical records search conducted by BonTerra Consulting Archaeologist 
Patrick Maxon on March 2, 2009, at the SCCIC indicated that the project area vicinity is 
extremely sensitive for archaeological sites. Sites in the area range from prehistoric campsites 
to small, lithic procurement sites and from historic-era adobes to small, historic trash deposits. 
The historic, circa 1870s Henry Serrano Adobe (CA-ORA-1097) is located immediately north of 
the project site. Two previous cultural resource studies contained 
portions of the current study area. Those studies conducted on the 
current project site (indicated with an asterisk [*]) and other 
studies that were conducted within a one-mile radius of the 
project area are shown in Table 1. 
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TABLE 1 
CULTURAL RESOURCES STUDIES WITHIN ONE MILE OF PROJECT AREA 

 
Report No. Author(s)/Year Coverage/Type of Study/Resources Identified 
OR00019 Desaultes/1976 25 acres; survey; no resources. 

OR00019 Howard/1975 
Unknown acreage; survey; ORA-442, ORA-443, 
ORA-450, ORA-451, ORA-458, ORA-485 through 
ORA-488, and ORA-507. 

OR00043 Desaultes/1977 23 acres; survey; ORA-630 and ORA-631. 
OR00174 Desaultes/1977 17 acres; survey; no resources. 
OR00180 Desaultes/1977 Unknown acreage; survey; no resources. 
OR00207 Tadlock/1978 Unknown acreage; survey; ORA-710 through ORA-716. 

OR00238 Howard/1977 Unknown acreage; re-evaluation study; ORA-438 through 
ORA-440, ORA-444, and ORA-448 through ORA-456. 

OR00251 Desautels and Chase/1978 Unknown acreage; survey; ORA-458, ORA-485, 
ORA-486, ORA-488, and ORA-507. 

OR00498 Anonymous/1980 Unknown acreage; survey; no resources. 
OR00515 Anonymous/1980 Unknown acreage; survey; ORA-438 though ORA-456. 
OR00545 Muñoz and Cooley/1977 Unknown acreage; survey; ORA-438 though ORA-456. 

OR00566 Howard/1975 
Unknown acreage; survey; ORA-442, ORA-443, 
ORA-450, ORA-451, ORA-458, ORA-485 through 
ORA-488, and ORA-507. 

OR00637* Desautels et al./1981 Unknown acreage; survey; no resources. 

OR00648* Breece and Padon/1982 

Unknown acreage; survey; ORA-244, ORA-304, 
ORA-361, ORA-442, ORA-450, ORA-451, ORA-458, 
ORA-479, ORA-485 through ORA-488, ORA-507, 
ORA-545, ORA-564, ORA-601, ORA-629, ORA-630, 
ORA-641, ORA-649 through ORA-651, ORA-710 through 
ORA-713, ORA-719, ORA-725, and ORA-726. 

OR00656 Bissell/1983 Unknown acreage; survey; no resources. 
OR00749 Bissell/1984 Unknown acreage; monitoring; no resources. 

OR00878 Bissell/1987 Unknown acreage; survey; no resources. 

OR01036 Anonymous/1989 Unknown acreage; survey; ORA-710 through ORA-716 
and ORA-1255 through ORA-1257. 

OR01439 McCoy and Phillips/1980 

Unknown acreage; survey; ORA-419, ORA-438, 
ORA-447, ORA-458, ORA-495, ORA-496, ORA-498, 
ORA-499, ORA-640, ORA-700, ORA-725, ORA-782, 
ORA-784 through ORA-787, ORA-823 through ORA-832, 
and ORA-905. 

OR01445 Desautels et al./1977 Unknown acreage; test report; ORA-458, ORA-485, ORA-
486, ORA-488, and ORA-587. 

OR01571 Maxon/1997 Unknown acreage; survey; ORA-710 through ORA-716, 
ORA-1255, ORA-1256, ORA-1435, and ORA-1437. 

OR01997 Brown/1999 Unknown acreage; research; ORA-74, ORA-1008, and 
ORA-1250. 

OR02056 Brown and Ferraro/1999 Unknown acreage; survey; ORA-1008, ORA-1250, and 
ORA-1516 through ORA-1523. 

OR02522 Wallock/2001 

Unknown acreage; unknown study; ORA-438 through 
ORA-453, ORA-455, ORA-456, ORA-458, ORA-468, 
ORA-469, ORA-485 through ORA-488, ORA-545, 
ORA-630, ORA-631, ORA-641, and ORA-725 through 
ORA-727. 
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TABLE 1 (Continued) 
CULTURAL RESOURCES STUDIES WITHIN ONE MILE OF PROJECT AREA 
 

 

Report No. Author(s)/Year Coverage/Type of Study/Resources Identified 

OR02582 Maxon/1995 
Unknown acreage; test excavation; ORA-710 through 
ORA-716, ORA-1255, ORA-1256, ORA-1435, and 
ORA-1437. 

OR02881 Demcak/2002 Unknown acreage; survey; Isolate 30-176661. 
OR03600 Kyle and Rockman/2007 Unknown acreage; survey; no resources. 
OR03637 Whittker/2004 24 acres; survey; ORA-630 and ORA-631. 

*Includes a portion of the current project area 

 
Historic Properties Data File Review  

In addition to the archaeological inventory records, reports and historic maps, an examination 
was made of the Historic Property Data File (HPDF) maintained by the State of California Office 
of Historic Preservation. The HPDF is a listing of buildings and structures within a specified 
jurisdiction that have been evaluated for listing on the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP) and/or the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR). Each property is 
assigned a status code after a determination has been made. 

A search of the file at the SCCIC found no structures listed within one mile of the project area. 

All data collected during the literature review are maintained on file at BonTerra Consulting. 

NATIVE AMERICAN SCOPING 

A Sacred Lands File Search was requested of the NAHC, which responded by letter on March 
5, 2009. The search failed to indicate the presence of Native American cultural resources within 
the project area; however, resources were identified in close proximity to the project. The NAHC 
suggested early consultation with local Native American tribes. The NAHC also provided 
BonTerra Consulting with a list of Native American individuals/organizations that may have 
knowledge of cultural resources in the project area, which include the following:  

• Cindi Alvitre, Ti’At Society; 

• John Tommy Rosas, Tribal Administrator Gabrielino Tongva Territorial Tribal Nation; 

• Anthony Morales, Chairperson, Gabrielino/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians; 

• Sam Dunlap, Tribal Secretary, Gabrielino Tongva Nation; 

• Anthony Rivera, Chairman of the Juaneño Band of Mission Indians Acjachemen Nation; 

• Robert Dorame, Tribal Chair/Cultural Resources Gabrielino Tongva Indians of California 
Tribal Council; 

• Alfred Cruz, Cultural Resources Coordinator of the Juaneño Band of Mission Indians;  

• Adolph “Bud” Sepulveda, Vice Chairperson of the Juaneño Band of Mission Indians;  

• Sonia Johnston, Tribal Chairperson of the Juaneño Band of Mission Indians;  

• Anita Espinoza, Juaneño Band of Mission Indians; and 

• Joe Ocampo, Chairperson of the Juaneño Band of Mission Indians.  
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All individuals and tribes on the list were mailed a letter affording them an opportunity to 
comment on the project and share any knowledge they have of cultural resources in the project 
vicinity. As of this date, no response has been received. 

All data collected during Native American scoping are maintained on file at BonTerra 
Consulting. 

PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES RECORDS SEARCH 

A paleontological records search was requested of Dr. Sam McLeod at the LACM, Vertebrate 
Paleontology Department. Dr. McLeod responded on March 23, 2009. His letter states that, 
although there were no recorded fossil localities within the current project area, the LACM has 
fossil localities from sedimentary units similar to those that occur in the project area.  

The formations that could yield fossils are the mostly marine Vaqueros Formation and the 
mostly terrestrial Sespe Formation. These formations are usually referred to as the 
Sespe/Vaqueros Formation, undifferentiated because they intergrade and interdigitate in the 
project area and are difficult to distinguish. These formations range in age from the late Eocene 
through the early Miocene. A Sespe/Vaqueros locality west of Modjeska Peak and west of 
Santiago Canyon Road has produced both marine and terrestrial fossils, including sharks, rays, 
whales, sea turtles, horses, entelodonts, and camels. Although there are no vertebrate fossil 
localities presently recorded from the Sespe facies of this rock sequence in Orange County, 
there are a great number of fossil localities recorded from the Sespe Formation, primarily in 
Ventura County. Because there are no currently known fossils from the Sespe Formation in this 
area, excavations on the project site could produce significant or highly significant fossils.  

FIELD SURVEY 

On March 5, 2009, Patrick Maxon visited the Rancho Las Lomas project area. The eastern 1/3 of 
the property, nearest Santiago Canyon Road and Aliso Creek, is characterized by gentle to 
moderately sloping hillsides. Steeper, more rugged slopes to the west characterize the 
remaining 2/3 of the property. The entire project area was examined in a cursory fashion, the 
development across the property being noted, and those areas that may see future 
development were more closely examined. It is obvious that the majority of the property has 
been developed with buildings, roads, parking lots, landscaping, and other development. There 
is little open, undisturbed ground remaining on the property. However, a house and barn that 
appear to be more than 50 years of age remain intact on the property. 

SETTING 

Context 

During the late prehistoric period, the project area was near the boundary occupied by the 
Native American societies known to anthropologists as the Juaneño and the Luiseño (Kroeber 
1925). The name “Juaneño” refers to those people who, in historic times, were administered by 
the Spanish from Mission San Juan Capistrano. Today, many contemporary Juaneño who 
identify themselves as descendents of the indigenous people refer to themselves as members 
of the Acjachemen Nation. 

The Acjachemen population is thought to have numbered upwards of 3,500 during the 
pre-contact period (O’Neil 2002). It is known that 1,138 local Native Americans—consisting 
primarily of Acjachemen but including Gabrielino, coastal and interior Luiseño, Serrano, and 
Cahuilla—resided at Mission San Juan Capistrano in 1810 (Engelhardt 1922:175). 
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Post-contact history for the state of California generally is divided into three periods: the 
Spanish Period (1769–1822), the Mexican Period (1822–1848), and the American Period 
(1848–present). Although there were brief visits by Spanish, Russian, and British explorers 
between 1529 and 1769, the beginning of Spanish settlement in California occurred in 1769.  

Homesteaders occupied the Trabuco Canyon area by the 1870s, whereby honey became an 
important cash crop for the people. Beginning in the 1870s, mines were established throughout 
the Santa Ana Mountains. Various minerals (including gold, silver, coal and clay) were extracted 
in small amounts (Branche-Cruz 1988; Sleeper 1988). 

Henry Serrano, great, great grandson of Don Francisco Serrano (early mayor of the pueblo of 
Los Angeles), lived in an adobe built under the direction of Joaquin Serrano, grandson of Don 
Francisco. This historic, circa 1870s Adobe (CA-ORA-1097) was recorded immediately 
northwest of the Rancho Las Lomas property. 

Existing structures on the project site were constructed between 1975 and 1985 by the 
Lawrence family. The property’s buildings were constructed without approved permitting, 
leading to this study. 

SUMMARY 

• Prehistoric- and historic-era persons made extensive use of the project area.  

• The current project area consists of geologic formations that could produce significant 
fossils; thus, buried paleontological resources may exist in the subsurface. 

• Excavations in native sediments may have the potential to impact cultural or 
paleontological resources. 

• A house and barn that appear to be more than 50 years old are extant on the property. 
They will not be impacted by the proposed development. 

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

Although no significant cultural resources are recorded within the project area, it can be 
expected that unknown resources exist in the subsurface or are obscured by existing 
development and/or vegetation. It is assumed that the proposed project will disturb native 
alluvial sediments and possibly bedrock formations (as opposed to man-made fill, stockpile, or 
other non-native materials); therefore, the following recommendations are offered as a part of 
the proposed project: 

1. A qualified Archaeologist must monitor grading activities in those areas and/or 
sediments deemed sensitive for cultural resources.  

2. If it can be determined that any of the sensitive bedrock formations in the project area 
will be impacted, a qualified Paleontological Monitor should be retained to monitor 
grading in those sediments.  

3. A qualified, cross-trained monitor can be retained to monitor for both cultural and 
paleontological resources. If it becomes clear during the course of the project that the 
sediments are not sensitive for the presence of resources, monitoring efforts can be 
scaled back accordingly.  

4. The Office of Historic Preservation’s (1995) Instructions for Recording Historical 
Resources suggests recording any resource over 45 years of age; therefore, the original 
house and barn noted on the property should be recorded on State of California 
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Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) 523 site recording forms and entered into 
the CHRIS data base at the SCCIC. 

Please contact Patrick Maxon at (714) 444-9199 or pmaxon@bonterraconsulting.com with any 
questions. 

Best regards, 
 
 
 
Patrick O. Maxon, RPA Joan C. Brown, RPA 
Director, Cultural Resources Senior Archaeologist 
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